
GCSE Drama

All Set for 

2025-26

1



Agenda
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Reflect on the Summer series and 24/25 academic year

Look at the key events and up to date information for this new academic 
year

Share ideas, resources and approaches to teaching

Q and A



Reflecting on 24/25
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2024/25 Headlines
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Same standards and expectations as 2024

Number taking GCSE Drama continue to fall: 52,741 in 2024/5

Lead Examiner report contains examples of student responses

New exemplars and standardisation materials this term



2024/25 Component 1 Devising

5

Popular themes:

• Disability 

• Bullying and Outcasts 

• Teenage Issues 

• Body Image 

• Climate Change 

• Knife Crime 

• Gang Culture 

• Fake News 

• Social Media 

• Mental Health 

• Inequality 

• Toxic Relationships 

• Abuse of Power 

• War (WWI & WWII) 

• PTSD 

• Suffragettes 

Choice of stimuli

• Pictures most popular choice

• literary

• music / songs

• video

• quotes

• poems

• single word such as ‘surveillance'

• news articles

Principal Moderator Report

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


2024/25 Component 1 Portfolios
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cover the six questions and essential areas of coverage

make full use of the word count/ timings 

include Health and Safety considerations

Avoid general discussion and a diary like approach 

use drama terminology to clearly explain and analyse the ‘drama’ that took place 

stay focused on their performance/ design skill throughout the Portfolio 

Principal Moderator Report

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExaminer-report


2024/25 Component 1 Portfolios
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Q2:  exploration of the stimuli material using still images, hot seating, forum theatre etc.

Q4: characterisation, genre, style, form, structure and language 

Q5 and 6: stay focused on their skill in the final performance

Analyse and evaluate how their skill contributed to the final performance and the intention

Use the first person in Portfolios 

Principal Moderator Report

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExaminer-report


2024/25 Component 1 Performances
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Ensure the work is carefully rehearsed and polished for performance 

Engage fully with their role

Work collaboratively 

Shape and develop ideas practically 

Use their research skills to inform their performance and the development of ideas

reflect on their final performance straight after the performance takes place

Principal Moderator Report

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExaminer-report


2024/25 Component 2 Performance from Text

Popular monologue extracts from:

• Five Kinds of Silence by Shelagh Stephenson

• Macbeth by William Shakespeare

• Too Much Punch for Judy by Mark Wheeller

• Teechers by John Godber 

• The Curious Incident by Simon Stephens 

• Chatroom by Enda Walsh 

• Blood Brothers by Willy Russell 

• Lord of the Flies adapted by Nigel Williams 

• Find Me by Olwen Wymark

• Shakers by John Godber  

• My Mother Said I Never Should by C Keatley  

• The Woman Who Cooked Her Husband by D Isitt 

• 4.48 Psychosis by Sarah Kane 

• Our Country’s Good by Timberlake Wertenbaker

• Educating Rita by Willy Russell 
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Lead Examiner report

Duologues (M/F)​
Two by Jim Cartwright​
Chatroom by Enda Walsh ​
That Face by Polly Stenham ​
The Woman Who Cooked Her Husband by Debbie Isitt ​
Agnes of God by John Pielmeier ​
Lovesong by Abi Morgan ​
The Gods Weep by Dennis Kelly​

Duologues (male)
Blood Brothers by Willy Russell ​
Pass It On by Renée ​
Blackout by Davey Anderson ​
Blue/Orange by Joe Penhall ​

Duologues (female)​
Top Girls by Caryl Churchill ​
Road by Jim Cartwright​
Like a Virgin by Gordon Steel ​
Be My Baby by Amanda Whittington 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


Principal Examiner Feedback

Component 2

Intention of Communication

• Motivations behind the character intention

• Example and detail of physicality and vocal skill

• Clear understanding of the context of the chosen 

extract.

Popular texts used for group extracts were:

• Missing Dan Nolan by Mark Wheeller

• Metamorphosis by Stephen Berkoff 

• 4:48 Psychosis by Sarah Kane 

• Five Kinds of Silence by Shelagh Stephenson 

• Girls Like That by Evan Placey 

• Blood Brothers by Willy Russell 

• Bouncers by John Godber 

• Numbers by Kieron Barry

Design:

Girls Like That by Evan Placey 

Five Kinds of Silence by Shelagh Stephenson 

Like a Virgin by Gordon Steel 

That Face by Polly Stenham 

Metamorphosis by Stephen Berkoff 

Chatroom by Enda Walsh 

10

2024/25 Component 2 Performance from Text

Lead Examiner report

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


2024/25 Component 2 Performers
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key factor for success - level of preparation

Students really understood the character they were playing

Control over and appreciation of the chosen style, applying it with security and ease

Believable and committed characters 

Vocal and physical skills are fluid and show range and depth 

Lead Examiner report

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


2024/25 Component 2 Designers
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confident understanding of the texts and the performances they were studying

lighting students understood the subtleties of how lighting can enhance the performance

Imagination and detail in the completion of the design 

clearly had worked with the performance candidates 

costumes that showed clearly creative approaches to character enhancement 

Lead Examiner report

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


Split into two papers for List A and List B

Section A Bringing Texts to Life

List A most popular texts

• An Inspector Calls

• The Crucible

List B most popular texts

• DNA

• 100

• Blue Stockings

• 1984
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2024/25 Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice

Lead Examiner reports for 3A and 3B

• Each question evaluated in Lead 

Examiner Reports

• More exemplars released later this 

term

• Exam Insights event

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


Section B Live Theatre Evaluation

Live works included:

• Wonderboy

• The Ocean at the End of the Lane

• The Woman in Black

• Blood Brothers

• Life of Pi

• Dear England

• Frantic Assembly’s Metamorphosis

• several productions of Macbeth 

• The Play that Goes Wrong

• Dear Evan Hansen

• Matilda
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2024/25 Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice

Lead Examiner reports for 3A and 3B

Works to avoid

• Any set text

• Hamilton

• Sweeney Todd

• Evita 

• Come From Away

• Les Misérables

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


Post-results services and support

Reviews of marking and moderation (ROMM)

• Component 1: Service 3

• Component 2 and 3: Service 2

• Results Plus

• Concern about marking of whole cohort

• Appeals
15

Post-results services

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/post-results-services.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/post-results-services.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/post-results-services.html


2025-26
Academic Year
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2025-26 Key dates 
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Admin Support Guide 25-26

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FForms-and-administration&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAdministrative-support-guide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FForms-and-administration&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAdministrative-support-guide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FForms-and-administration&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAdministrative-support-guide


2025-26 Key dates 
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Admin Support Guide 25-26

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FForms-and-administration&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAdministrative-support-guide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FForms-and-administration&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAdministrative-support-guide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FForms-and-administration&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAdministrative-support-guide


GCSE Drama  qualification page
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Component 1 Duologues
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• Students may complete this component as part of a duologue performance (2 
performers) or a group performance (3–6 performers)

• The duologue performance option will be for first teaching September 2025, first 
assessment 2027



GCSE Drama qualification page
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GCSE Drama page

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.html


GCSE Drama Text Submissions
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GCSE Drama Text Submissions
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Text submissions 2026

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/gcse-drama-component-2-text-choices.html


GCSE Drama Approved Play Lists
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Performance Text Lists

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide


GCSE Drama Design Support
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Design Support

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials


 Subject Advisor page
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Drama, Theatre and Performing Arts

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/drama-theatre-and-performing-arts.html


Live Theatre Evaluation and Confirmation
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 Artificial Intelligence (AI) Guidance
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 Training and support
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Book a place

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=Drama&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BdetailLevel%5D%5B0%5D=Key%20Stage%204&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk


FAQs
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31

My year 10 students have completed Component 1 
and we have a new student who has transferred. 
How can they be supported?
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Why is a live theatre visit compulsory for Edexcel 
when other exam boards allow digitally streamed 
theatre productions to be used for the Live Theatre 
Evaluation?

Can all students have 500 words of notes?



Ideas, resources 
and approaches 
to teaching the 
three components

33



NT Collection
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Katie Mitchell film for students

Useful resources

https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/learning/national-theatre-collection
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/learn-explore/schools/teacher-resources/practitioners-in-practice-katie-mitchell-film/


Useful 
resources

Drama Matters
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https://www.dramamatters.org/
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 NT student conference Book a place

https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/learn-explore/schools/student-conferences/
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Theatre Craft 2025
Monday 3rd November 2025

Royal Opera House and across the West End

Useful resources Theatre Craft 2025

https://www.theatrecraft.org/
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 Drama teacher conference Book a place

https://lnkd.in/ebRUJu5P


Subject Advisor

Paul Webster

Email: TeachingPerformingArts@Pearson.com

Telephone: 03330 463 2535

Facebook: Pearson Edexcel Drama and Theatre Teacher Group

Bookings 1:1 appointments: 15 mins, available Mon-Fri

Monthly Updates and newsletters

39

mailto:TeachingPerformingArts@Pearson.com%E2%80%8B
https://www.facebook.com/groups/edexceldrama
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/PearsonDramaandPerformingArts@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/drama-theatre-and-performing-arts.html


End of Presentation
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